
From: Jorge J. García-Díaz
To: Leshak, Andrea; Doyle, James
Cc: Kushner, Adam M.; Diaz, Fernando; Neger, Hillary B.
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]FW: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
Date: Tuesday, May 04, 2021 6:17:24 PM
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Hello Andrea / Jim,
 
Per our call yesterday, the two representatives from DNER Superfund Program who
attended to the Proteco signs and barrier installation in April 12-13 were:
 

Amarilis Rodríguez Meléndez, amarilisrodriguez@jca.pr.gov  (787)463-1148
Omar Santiago, omarsantiago@jca.pr.gov  (787)767-8181

 
Per Jaime Feliciano from Geosyntec, Mr. Omar Santiago is the DNER representative who
mentioned that a “permit” might be needed from the Department for clearing the site’s
vegetation.
 
We look forward to hearing from you after EPA discusses this matter with DNER.
 
Thank you and best regards,
 
Jorge.
 
 

Jorge J.​ García‑Díaz Vice‑Chair, Environmental, Energy and Land Use
Jjg@mcvpr.com

T (787) 250-5814 M (787) 562-6918
270 Muñoz Rivera Ave. San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918

This e-mail and its attachment(s) may be privileged, confidential, and protected from disclosure. If you received this communication in error, you are
advised that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance upon this communication is strictly prohibited. Unintended
recipient(s) must immediately delete the e-mail and attachment(s), and notify the sender. The information contained in this communication and its
attachments, including discussion of U.S. federal income, Puerto Rico income or other tax related matter, is limited to the statements specifically set forth
herein, and such statements are intended for the sole use and benefit of our client and are not intended to be relied upon by any other person. The
discussion of tax related matters was not intended or written to be used, and it cannot be used, for purposes of avoiding U.S. federal, Puerto Rico or
local tax penalties.

From: Leshak, Andrea <leshak.andrea@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, May 03, 2021 10:15 AM
To: Jorge J. García-Díaz <Jjg@mcvpr.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]FW: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
 
Good morning Jorge,
 
That is fine with me. Please also invite Jim Doyle at Doyle.James@epa.gov .
 
Speak to you soon.
 
Thanks,
Andrea
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From: Jorge J. García-Díaz <Jjg@mcvpr.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 03, 2021 10:06 AM
To: Leshak, Andrea <leshak.andrea@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]FW: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
 
Good morning Andrea, 
 
Adam Kushner, the other co-chair, asked me whether he could also join the call. Do you mind Adam
joining? I can send an invite for 11:30 if it is fine with you.
 
Regards,
 
Jorge
 
 
 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S7 edge, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone
 
 
 

Jorge J.​ García‑Díaz Vice‑Chair, Environmental, Energy and Land Use
Jjg@mcvpr.com

T (787) 250-5814 M (787) 562-6918
270 Muñoz Rivera Ave. San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918

This e-mail and its attachment(s) may be privileged, confidential, and protected from disclosure. If you received this communication in error, you are
advised that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance upon this communication is strictly prohibited. Unintended
recipient(s) must immediately delete the e-mail and attachment(s), and notify the sender. The information contained in this communication and its
attachments, including discussion of U.S. federal income, Puerto Rico income or other tax related matter, is limited to the statements specifically set forth
herein, and such statements are intended for the sole use and benefit of our client and are not intended to be relied upon by any other person. The
discussion of tax related matters was not intended or written to be used, and it cannot be used, for purposes of avoiding U.S. federal, Puerto Rico or
local tax penalties.

-------- Original message --------
From: "Jorge J. García-Díaz" <Jjg@mcvpr.com>
Date: 4/30/21 5:08 PM (GMT-04:00)
To: "Leshak, Andrea" <leshak.andrea@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]FW: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
 
Hi Andrea, yes, that time works.
 
Talk to you on Monday.
 
Have a great weekend!
 
Jorge
 
 
 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S7 edge, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone
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-------- Original message --------
From: "Leshak, Andrea" <leshak.andrea@epa.gov>
Date: 4/30/21 5:04 PM (GMT-04:00)
To: "Jorge J. García-Díaz" <Jjg@mcvpr.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]FW: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
 
Thank you, Jorge. I apologize for missing your call. Can we plan to speak on Monday around
11:30am?  I can call you then.
 
Thanks and have a nice weekend!
Andrea
 

From: Jorge J. García-Díaz <Jjg@mcvpr.com> 
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2021 4:27 PM
To: Leshak, Andrea <leshak.andrea@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]FW: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
 
Hi again, Andrea.  I’m sorry I was not able to call you before.
 
I just left you a voicemail.  I’m quite open on Monday except from 9:30 am to 11 am., so
please let me know what time works for you.
 
Thank you and have a great weekend!
 
Regards,
 
Jorge.
 

Jorge J.​ García‑Díaz Vice‑Chair, Environmental, Energy and Land Use
Jjg@mcvpr.com

T (787) 250-5814 M (787) 562-6918
270 Muñoz Rivera Ave. San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918

This e-mail and its attachment(s) may be privileged, confidential, and protected from disclosure. If you received this communication in error, you are
advised that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance upon this communication is strictly prohibited. Unintended
recipient(s) must immediately delete the e-mail and attachment(s), and notify the sender. The information contained in this communication and its
attachments, including discussion of U.S. federal income, Puerto Rico income or other tax related matter, is limited to the statements specifically set forth
herein, and such statements are intended for the sole use and benefit of our client and are not intended to be relied upon by any other person. The
discussion of tax related matters was not intended or written to be used, and it cannot be used, for purposes of avoiding U.S. federal, Puerto Rico or
local tax penalties.

From: Jorge J. García-Díaz 
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2021 3:59 PM
To: Leshak, Andrea <leshak.andrea@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]FW: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
 
Hi Andrea, can I call you now?
 
From: Leshak, Andrea <leshak.andrea@epa.gov> 
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Sent: Friday, April 30, 2021 1:33 PM
To: Jorge J. García-Díaz <Jjg@mcvpr.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]FW: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
 
Jorge,
 
Do you have a few minutes to discuss the vegetation clearing at the Site?
 
I can be reached at 212-637-3197.
 
Many thanks,
Andrea
 

From: Dan Gainer <dgainer@demaximis.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 8:18 AM
To: Luna, Zolymar <Luna.Zolymar@epa.gov>
Cc: Michael Miller <m2@demaximis.com>; Jorge J. García-Díaz <Jjg@mcvpr.com>; Kushner, Adam
M. <adam.kushner@hoganlovells.com>; Melvin Menendez (PR JCA) <melvinmenendez@jca.pr.gov>
Subject: Re: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
 
Good Morning
Thank you for the quick response and the contact information.
May I ask when you first learned that a PR DNER permit might be required to cut the
vegetation at the site and who provided you that information?
That knowledge would be most helpful to the Group.
Thank you for your assistance.
 
Best Regards
 
Dan Gainer
Project Coordinator
de maximis, inc.
865-621-9315
 

From: Luna, Zolymar <Luna.Zolymar@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2021 8:06 AM
To: Dan Gainer <dgainer@demaximis.com>
Cc: Michael Miller <m2@demaximis.com>; Jorge J. García-Díaz <Jjg@mcvpr.com>; Kushner, Adam
M. <adam.kushner@hoganlovells.com>; Melvin Menendez (PR JCA) <melvinmenendez@jca.pr.gov>
Subject: RE: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
 

  ** WARNING EXTERNAL SENDER **
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Good Morning!
 
Mr. Gainer,
 
Thanks for reaching and sharing your contact information. I understand the concerns of the “Group”,
regarding the permits that may be required to complete the vegetation clearing/maintenance at the
Site. Nonetheless, the Group should first contact DNRE’s officials and request clarification on the
matter. Below, please find DNRE’s contact information. I’m cc’ing Andrea Leshak, Region 2 ORC,
Amarilis Rodriguez, DRNE Superfund Project Manager, and Melvin Menendez, Chief Superfund and
Emergency Response Area DRNE. If you are unable to contact Mr. Muriel, please let us know.
 
Mr. Reynaldo Muriel
Área de Manejo de Arboles
Tel. 787-999-2200 Ext.2811
rmuriel@drna.pr.gov
www.drna.pr.gov
 
If you or your staff have any additional questions or concerns on this matter, please let us know.
 
Regards,
 
Zolymar Luna Díaz
Environmental Engineer
US Environmental Protection Agency Region 2
Caribbean Environmental Protection Division
787.977.5844 | luna.zolymar@epa.gov
 
City View Plaza II Suite 7000
Road PR-165 KM 1.2
Guaynabo, PR 00968
 
 

From: Dan Gainer <dgainer@demaximis.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 2:14 PM
To: Luna, Zolymar <Luna.Zolymar@epa.gov>
Cc: Michael Miller <m2@demaximis.com>; Jorge J. García-Díaz <Jjg@mcvpr.com>; Kushner, Adam
M. <adam.kushner@hoganlovells.com>
Subject: Proteco Site: Hello and a question
 
Dear Ms. Luna
I wanted to say "Hello" and and ensure you had my contact information.
I believe you received a letter from Mr. Adam Kushner explaining that de maximis has been
selected to assist the Group in managing the Proteco Site and that I will be serving as the
Project Coordinator. I would ask that EPA direct project communications to the Group through
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me or Mike Miller (email: M2@demaximis.com). Our company address and phone number are
listed below.
 
The first task we are preparing for is the EPA Site Reconnaissance visit in June.
To prepare for this visit, the Group desires to cut/mow the vegetation over and surrounding
the different units at the site.
We also need to perform survey work at the site prior to your visit which also requires
vegetation clearing.
We are in the process of preparing a brief vegetation clearing plan for this work.
We were informed that Puerto Rico DNER requires the Group to submit a "vegetation clearing
permit" application for their approval prior to the Group being allowed to begin the
vegetation cutting/mowing work at the site.
 
Our question is this:
Since Proteco is a Federal Superfund site, and if our site vegetation clearing plan meets the
substantive requirements of the DNER clearing permit, as the site RPM, can you approve the
Group's vegetation clearing plan and issue the Group a letter stating the plan meets Puerto
Rico and EPA requirements which would allow us to proceed with the vegetation clearing
work?
 
The site clearing work needs to begin as soon as possible.
We are concerned that involving a non-federal agency and their permit approval process will
potentially impede the Proteco project schedule by further delaying the vegetation cutting
and subsequent survey work. Completing this work is very important leading up to the EPA
Site Reconnaissance visit.  We all need to clearly see unit locations and have those locations
verified through a survey prior to the EPA June site visit.
 
Any guidance you can provide us regarding the vegetation clearing process and permit would
be greatly appreciated.
Please contact me anytime if you need any additional information or have questions.
Thank you for your assistance.
 
 
Best Regards,
 
Dan Gainer, PG CSM
de maximis, inc.
450 Montbrook Road
Knoxville, TN  37920
 
Cell: 865-621-9315
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Office: 865-691-5052

ATTENTION: This e-mail message, including any attachment, is confidential and may be
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, then please (i) do not print, forward, or copy
this e-mail, (ii) notify us of the error by a reply to this e-mail, and (iii) delete this e-mail from
your computer. Thank you.
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